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Events already planned at city’s cultural center

BY CHRIS GUANCHE
STAFF WRITER

Yl oisotle S o BT i,
Although its official opening

is still a few months off, the
Miramar Cultural (.'enteris al-
ready organizing a diverse se-
lection of events.

The cultural center is part of
Miramar Town Center, which

also features a new city hall, a
library with mini college cam-

puses, as well as retail and resi-

dential space. When com-
pleted, the arts center will in-
clude a banquet hall, as well as
two galleries.

- The 46,000-square-foot cen-
ter will kick off its offerings

with the two-day CaribeFest,
set for Nov. 15-16. Traditionally

staged Labor Day weekend at

Lakeshore Park, the Caribbean
festival is temporarily moving
this year to the cultural center
and doubling up from a single-
day event. The festival's move
is part of an effort to highlight
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what the cultural center has to
offer, saig Alexandra Davis,
vice president of CaribeFest.

“It shows that our eventisa

success,” Davis said of the
“It helps to show that
we're not just a festival that's
outdoors.”

For CaribeFest's new second
day, the schedule will include a
Caribbean jazz concert. The
center's galleries also will fea-

mova,
mov

e:r_l unl‘h

HOME SALES

See recent transactions in you

_ s
(nmmmﬁyhgesj
PEMBROKE PINES

ture musicians and work from
local artists.

In January, the center will
host the Gold Coast Opera, fea-
turing productions of Aida and
LaBoheme, The centeralso
will feature events from the
Florida Sunshine Pops Orches-
tra, including a show with Rod-
gers and Hammerstein music,
and another show that will bea
tribute to the late tenor singer
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Luciano Pavarotti.

Creating a diverse selection
of events is important, said
Mitch Morales, the center’s
general manager.

“You need to do vour home-
work and you have to get a gen-
eral sense of what's important
to the community, and find the
type of programming that's go-
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Miramar
citizens
on patrol

Residents help
keep a watchful
eye on the streets

BY CHRIS GUANCHE
STAFF WRITER

They're not police officers and they
don't carry guns, but the Miramar Police
Department’s Citizens on Patrol volun-
teers can be spotted in their distinctive
uniforms and patrol vehicles.

“They are the extra pair of eyes and
ears on the street for the Miramar Police
Department,” said Oona Kidane, a po-
lire ennlkacwnman whn alen rinrdinates
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ing to be of interest to them,” he
said.

As the city has no prior expe-
rience in running a cultural
center, it struck up a partner-
ship with the Broward Center
for the Performing Arts, said
Vernon Hargray, assistant city
manager for operational serv-
ices. Hargray said partnering
with the Broward Center early
on has been important in devel-
oping the cultural center.

“By us having that partner-
ship, we're like that guy with
the Verizon phone and the en-
tire staff behind him,” he said.

As part of the town center,
Morales said another factor
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will work in favor of the cultur-
al center: gas prices. With
prices so high, Morales said
residents are re-evaluating
where they spend theirtime
and will seek destinations
closer to home,

On a broader scale, the town
center is a way to revitalize the
city and meet the needs of resi-
dents, said Phil Rosenberg, di-
rector of human resources.

“A city is way more thana
street or sewage system,” Ro-
senberg said. “It’s a place ...
where people want to live. The
cement that pulls that together
isa sense of culture and a fu-

" ture.”

For more information, go to
www.miramarculturalcenter.
org.



